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~ THE HE.RT OF THE MATTER -

Operational Procodurcs
Supervised by
Richard Delap

I haven't mueh general comment to make this time as there has bieen little
neticeable change of format or centent in most of the magagzines., WORLPS OF TO-
MORRCW and WORLDS OF FANTaSY bit the.dust, their expiration marked only by a.
general. lack of rcsponsc, WOF never did find its image, and WOT, which expired .
once before because of poor distribution it was =aid, never rocaptured the enthu-
siasm of the Pohl~cditod issuas., The other Galaxy magazincs vremain on 2 bi-
monthly schedule and don't seem destined for more frequent issue in the near
fubure, F&SF and ANALCG are now tha only monthlies in the genre, and even cur-
sory Iirst-aid inspcction promotes the conclusion tiiat the ficld is very sickly
indeed. Anyonc know the number of a good specialist doctor? ' 3

M2gazinegs for MARCH-APRIL, 1971

ZING STORIZS and FiNTLSTIC: b
Ted White's oditorials are roadable, Alexei Panshin offers more than the

usual praisc-plus-softconed history in his discussion of Hugo Gernsback, and there
is a grand total of two (count fem) two reasonably good storiss in these issucs
(not including the serial). FANTASTIC also featurcs a much-better-than-average
lettor colwmn and, for laughs, Robert Thomas explains the most repulsive-exploita-
tion feat in recemt history--Geicntology, as & means to "oxpanded censcicusness?,
If these things are what you buy sf magazines to have, it's a mealtime .of malis
and jellyrolls; for the fiction afficianados, however, pickings are mostly low-cal.

AMAZING STORIES ~- MARCH:
Serial: i .

The Lathe of Keaven (part ong) -- Urswla X. LeGuin, -
Novelettes: ;

Gemini Cavendish ~- Cordon Bklund. ##%f Therc's soms momentary interest in
thip story of a young orphan whose parcents have hecn disposed as “waste" and who
is enrolied in & rigicly-structured school to build his Yindex rating' ic an ac-
ceptable level. But in spite of its fast pace and quick charactors, Eklund's
inconsistencics get out of hand and his last-minute twists ars merely annoyingly
prevosterous. Likely writtoen too quickly, and too careclessly.

Short Storics: . X :

A Girl Like You -~ Ted White. #¥¥ whitc scoms 1o be maling a comment on tho
Judgment of morals and seems to foel, when all's said and Gone, that black is
black, white is white, and all shades of gray arc reprehonsible~~at lgast, thoy
are in this riot-torn future of racial and scxual hatred. The story is offonsive,
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both philosophically and artistically, and written with a completc lack of stylc
or forethought. . Poor. .

Servo - Calvin Demmon. F#f Pity young Underwood, working away his adolaescont
yoars broasting chicken on the tourist-trap planct, Servo, dreaming of tho day
he can be frecd of his servitude and escape to Earth. Demmonfs story is chock-
full of uncxpcected satirical. jabs and plot twists which will keep the reader
hanging right on the cdge. of a chicken-chopping cleaver. Funny.

Reprint: : :
The Achilles Heel (1940) -~ Raymond Z. Gallun.
Science: : - : : :
The Ultirmate City -~ Greg Benford & David Book. : g
Articlor

What Is Scicntology ~- Robert H. Thomas.

FANTASTIC -~ APRIL:
Novellas

Wolf Quest -- Ted White. ##ff A sequel to Phoenix Prime and the first part
of a forthcoming novel, this is very disapoointing in that its adventures always
promise something cxeiting while nothing ever actually happens...aside from an
cnigmatic conclusion which is not as salisfying as Whitc might hope. .The plot
conicerns 2 long and arduous trek made by Makstarn, scn of Max Quest (of the ear-
“lier book), and his mysterious wolf companion. Moments of intercst are drawn
out o unreasonable leagth, and Whits's very rough writing could certainly usc
some last-miaute polish to rid itsclf of lines like "The road climbed , . . to-
wards the mountvains' Zfect." ALrghl

" Novelette: .

Dread Bmpire -~ John Brunner. 4% Brunner's Travoller In Black serieg reaches
its conclusion with this evocative and fanciful merging of the varied threads of
chaos at Cleftor Helghts--where Garch Thegn scoks to make magic boyond 21l com-
prehension, where suffering children are freed at last from bondage, where wishes
take on reality at a word from the btraveller. This one reflects a Swiftian irony
which has at its basc the logic and good humor of the vest fairy teles (which
never should be asppreciated only by children, anyway). T feel sure Brunner is
quitc satisficd with this final story, and many readers will be sure to find it
the best in the scrics. ' :

Short Storics: .

The Zight Thirty to Nins Slot -- Geo. Alec Effinger. ##+ Therc-is a nasty
element to this deciduous satire, leaving a bad taste net quite offset by some
.of the truths in its themo of brainwashing. It is, in effect, taking potshots
- abt the hunters, but in using the same ammo it forces the reader to the conclu-
sion that there is no respactable stance at all, Hmmm, you don't really supposc
there isn't....?

How George Duchamps Discovered a Plot to Take Over.the World -- Alexei Panshin.
### Your failings are my failings, and your sccrcls arc ny secrets, and in the
end there's not much differsnce is there? Is apathy, in reality, a radical movee
ment? Panshin was worried with this for perhaps five or ten minutces; the reader
is advised not te be worricd at all.,

The Tconoclasts -~ Dennis O'Neil, Hi#¥ Three youngsters make a short tour of
an empty Wew Yerk City, marked by secmingly senseless destruction of man's most
treasursd objects. The climactic rcevelation concerns man's evolvement to a2 highor
plane, but the story itsclf remains a sadly cmpty glimpsc of a very large subject.

Reprint: .

The Garden of Hell (19h3) -- Leroy Yerxa.

Article:

Scicence Fiction In Dimension: The Short History of Scicnece Fiction -~ Alexci

Panshin. ' 1

% 4 %
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ANALOG:

Onc morc magazine featuring a good story in each issue, with the rcst of the
fiction, bad as it is, suffering even morec in comparisen. JWC works up a bit
more goed sensc in his dpril editorial than one usually sees here, and his dis-
cussion on ccology is interesting in spite of somc errors of omission. The sei-
ence features arc okay, though J.,R. Pierce gets a little overbearing with his
plugs for Bell Laboratorics, even if they are deserved. P. Schuyler Miller's
book columns :arc okay, too. The fact is everything's okay cxecept tho majority
of the fiction~~I mean, would it be too difficuit to ged one issuc of cven rea-
sonably good storics? (By reasonably good I mean oncs which don't make your
stomach turn and yowr mind recoil at their tired familiarity and/or artistic
crudity.) The rind boggles at the very idea....

MARCIT:
Serial:
The World Menders (part two) == Lloyd Blgglb, Jr,
Novslettes:
The Missing Man -- Kathorine MacLean. ﬁ##ﬁ The newest Rescuc Squad story fca-

turcs ahmed's perusal of logic and George Sanford's tune-in to -cmotion to track
down the missing Carl [Fodgcs, Mew York's brain bchind the maintenance of the
city's automatcd scrvices, £An undersca city is dostroycd while the ncuretic
masses "turn on wateching the event on TV, and as tragedy compounds MacLean makes
you feel foar with hor exccllent depictian of terror, notably onc crowd scenc
during an attoempted cscapc from a sccond doomed city. And though the rcader mey
not like hor final philosophical {Cto-2-t0te, it's worked logically into the
story and thercforec sits woll. Vory good.

The Opcrator -~ Christopher anvil. #£%5% On a planct of freezing snow and rag-
ing beasts, the colonists struggle to survive tho clements as well as a dclusion-
inducing "poxM, Troubles mount as visiters from the civilized worlds find this
wildernoss playground more dangerous than they'd bargained for. But Anvil) ax-
plains nothing adcguately--the colonists' primitive living conditions, the plane-
et's odd ecological plan, the sudden switch from last name to first name of the
protagonist midway through the story--and thes: adventures arc an insultingly
poor show.,

Shert Story: :

May the Best Man Win -- Stanley Schmidt. #55% The sure-to-win Presidential
candidate objccts to his nominetion on the grounds that his heroic exploits in
space do not alter the fact that he is, by his own timc if not Rarth-time, too
young to be in the running. It all sinks into a mire of cheaply-motivated dis-
cussion in which everyone loses, especially the reader.

Sciences
Celestlal Rays -~ Margarct L. Silbar.

el

APRIL:

Scrial:
The World Monders (conclusion) -- Lloyd Biggle, Jr.

Novelettes: .
The Unraachable Stars -- Stanley Schmidt. #44 The tarth has long ago lost

thoughts of trying to rcach the -stars, and ovea shdle technology remains advanced,
it is used to maintain an immensely overcrowdced world. at not much better than sub-
sistence level. Will the alien eobservers offor Help or will they 'simply watch as
man continues to make his judgmental crrers?- The. story sceems to work within its
own limits, but thosc limits arc much too cenfiining, weakly-motivated and con-
trived to convince the recader of a basic, discoidant logic, Too bad.

Heart's Desire and Other Simplc Wants ---W. Macfarlanc, ##wf The Ravenshaw
stories arc usually fun, and this latest is no exccotion. This time Ravenshaw
is staying out of sight (but not out of troubko) in an casy cross-country ramble
4o interviecw pcople supvoscdly involved in- various aspects of the paranormal..

i R Lol
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The opening pages arce awfully dawdling but things pick up when Ravenshaw's scerc-
tary, Nell, twrns up wicxpectedly at a witches' coven and cverything spills into
a mad scramblc through the "infinite worlds". &is I said, fun.

Short Story:

Highur Centors -- F. Paul Wilson, ###%/ Gven the scicnce is piggybaeck basics
in this disgustingly silly story of a dcath-terminating epidemic of unknown ori-
gin. The wholc mess is a horrid blend of old gosh-wow pulp and modern {so they
say) defeatism, and if anyone can point out some scnse in this garvage, they've
surcly more time to waste than T do,

Science:
Regal Sciencc for Roel) Problems -~ John R, Plorce.

33§ 3

FANTLSY AND SCIUTNCE FICTION: :

T mentionced "roasonably good" befor:, so here comes F&SF with 2 recasonably
good issue (March) as if to meet the challunge (?7) hoadon. In April the special
Poul Andorson issuc offers some tributcs te onc of si's most popular writers,
which makes this issuc a colloctor'!s itom despite 2 dcflnite lack of quality in
most of the storics. Kelly Freas sscapos from ANALOG long cnough to producs the
superior Anderson portrait featured on the cover, a much nicer job than he's been
doing for Conde Nast of lats. Science columns by dAsimov, book columns by Blish
and Russ, and film reviews of Searlcs are F&SF's supcrior addenda, cach given
just enough spacc to prove their worth. Reasonably good average, so I'll just
have to shut up, or start asking for all-embracing suporlority. ALnd we don't
expact that until we dic and go to heaven, do we?

M/ RCH:
Scrial: ,

The Faccloss Mon (conclusion) -- Jack Vance.
Shert Storics:

The Tour -~ Tod Thomas, ### Rehabllltatlng criminals with the usc of drugs
.can be dangerous, but according to Thomas! contrellcd ang thougnhtiul tale, per-
haps not cxactly in tho way you might have 1mag1n0d——unﬂu is, not by the drugs
themselves but in the hysterical reactions of the unscientilic to their own
fears and grcods. Well done.

The Sun Pond -~ Guorge O. Chesbro. s### Chesbro combines two idoas into his
story with casc and crafbsmanship--first, a fuwwre secicty which is only begin-
ning to discover the mechanics of tims travel, and sccond, another planc of cxis-
tence harboring the rejgcts from our own feallty it qtory of discovery and mystery
and alsc a love slory, it disappoints only in that it whets the appetite far fur-
ther developmants. A novel, Mr. Chesbro?

The Way Things Work -- Ron Goulart. #w#% Anothor strikingly wwletted spisode
in the adventurces of Jose Silvera, troublesome freclance writer who f1its from
world to world like a crazy pinball, This time he's writing gquestionably cduca-
tional novels for children, scarching for a missing ladyfri:end, and, as usual,
trying to coiloect a vast-duwe fec, The dialogue is amusing enough to mgke this
acceotable for fans, :

The drt Machine -- Stephen Barr., 5% I cannot honestly statc whether I like
this story or nol--which, when I think akout it, probably mcans the story is suc-
cessful to its purposc. It tclls of the day when “the scicnces had gone as far !
as vhey might"’;nd th2 only thing remaining to be truly understood 1s Art. Some
may call Barr's final answor a2 cop-out, somc may think it Funny, end somu, 13ke
me, may just not know what to think.

Birdlime -- B.L. Kcller,. -44# The.nubcsceont Booba Lawson is a member of the.
"now" gencration, an uttorly Ircaked-out, intansely sclf-loving, sclf-awed nincom-
poop, She is also the object of tha' sinistcr attentions of a demonic lover with a
nasty interest in hcer soul. But this young "bird" can't be trapped by birdilime
unless it'!'s put in the right »nlace, and cvil is only cvil to those who conceive of
it as such. Quitc simply, this is a very funny story and you should read it.
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Reprint:

The Tcnant {1960) -- Avram Davidson,
Scicnce:

Buclid's Fifth -- Isaac Asimov.

APRIL:
Special Poul iAnderscn Section:

Profile: Poul Anderson -- Gordon R. Dickson.

Poul Anderson: Thc Enduring Explosion -- James Bllsb.

Poul. Anderson: Bibliography. :

Verse: The Unicorn Trade -- Xarcen Anderson,

Short Novck: !

The Quecn of Air and Darkness -- Poul dndorsona. er& ‘T liked parts of this
story so very much that it seems an utisr shamc to ond it unsatisficd and longing
for somothing entirely different than what is offered. The legendary figure of
the title appcars as a guiding influvence to the civilization of the planet Roland,
where humans have scttlod and scom intent to stay despite strange occurances like
the occasional disappcarance of a child. But one widowed woman, while griof-
stricken at thc loss of her only son, is ncot about to give up without'a scarch
and sceks aid te cxplorc the unknown, forbidding forests of Rcoland for an amswer.
The search for the mysterious Qutlings becomes real. and carncst as .andorson imbucs
his tale with a convineing 2lien feeling whilc carcfully piccing his clucs togethor.
Sad io report, then, that the Ifinel picturc is crash¢ngly trite, with 2 long-winded
explanatory climax that is unicnable and undramatic. OCh, damn....

Short Stories:

The Power of the Sentence -- David M. Locke. L5/ & college lecture én sen-
‘tence structurc becomcs an open debate between two beings who use the lucturlng
profcssor as a mouthpicce., It's wirelievedly glever, very precious, and in the
cnd much too silly and coxpiring from overkill,

The Unsigned -- William Walling. #K% Though not an advocate of defeatist
sterics, I must admit to preferring the honasty of dcfeozt to the pseudo-heroics
of tripe like this, in which a young men f£inally rebsls against his consumor-
oriznted socicty of inkerited debtorsnip, winning out not through perseverence
or talont but through cdumb luck and loopholes. Awful.

"Darktrec, Darktido -~ Michacl Bishop. ### I admire Bishop more with.cach
story, and this onc is a brooding amd frightening thing, running decp and dark
~ with old-fashionod terror while cutiting a path through modern concepts of twisted
psychology. As a young boy is drainced by a horrible succubus in a manncr repel-
lant but fasclnatlnﬁ, the reader will havo a great time counting 'the cold ¢hills
racing up and down nis spine. Very good. v

Bruno -~ Dean R. Koontz. #/4# Bruno is a policoman. He's also from & counter-
. Barth. He's also a dear. And when he joins forccs with a private oye on our own
world to scck out an cscaped alien criminal with weird nowers, the rosults snould
be wild and funny. I'll at least give Koontz credit for trying--he kceps trying
wtil cverything collapsces under a monstrous heap, of strained ¢ffort. Maybe nexs
time, kidees. .

Sciences
The Planc Truth--- Isaac .isimov,

R

GALAXY s

The. final monthly issves of GALAXY are nonc too good, so onc sort of hooes
the new bi-monthly schedule will give cditor Jzkcbsson a lgss hectie pace and
therefore more opportunity to maintain the incrcasingly nigh level the magazine.
has boen striving for (and often successfully recaching) of late., Features are
on the wane here, with only Budrys' book column a rcgular appsarance. Theodors
Sturgeon, howcvor, takes a guest spot in tho cditorisl space (March issuec) for a
simplistic, bricf but gquite rcadable lecturs titlced "Aftor Scx--What?" Jack
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Gaughan continucs to do nis best handling all the artwork for GALAXY and its sis-
ter magazines, the vory thought of which brings mc to the point of sympathetic
exhaustion.

MARCH:
Serial:

A Time of Changes (part onc) == Roburb Silverberg.
Noveletites:

The Mowntain Movers —- 4. Bortram Chandler. ##5F On the planet Olgana, Licu-
tenant Grimes finds & new adveniuvre with a dircet tic to the relatively ancient
past ci Earth, spccifically a distinctly cultural linc to idustralia, That this
country is the author's homeland may holp to cxplain the convineing mood of an
otherwise familiuzr plot. But i} certainly is the first Ymood picce" Grimes story
that I've encownrbered and I'11 have %o admit I ernjoycd it morc than tilc usual stuff,

But the Sceret Sits -- Oreg Bunford. [&ff# Benford improves his stylc progres-
sively and there arc some nicely-turned chardcterizations and snappy dialoguc to
intercst the reader hore;y but his plobts still suffeor from underdevelopment and
are strung up on rusly ninges which give little!dcocendable suoport. This one
about fviurc collcge rescarch, with subsequont end impertant social/financial
status, is fast and often funny but falls apart when trylnv to come to torms
with its moralistic aspect.

HMother In the Sky with Diamonds ~- James Tiptreo, Jr. ##&% Tiptrec trics his
hand at pseudo-hard-scicnce sf, but the results will likely enly be appraciated
by those with th: paticnec to wade through the many peges of rock lyrlcs, nearly
incomorehensible slang (bringing to mind Burgess' superior work in A Clockwork
Orange), the adventures of a company inspector among thce asteroids, and the "mo-
ther" of the $itle whose method of existence is too long~delayed in the oxplaine
ing. It didn't grab ne in one rﬁadlng, but with cTOSu study it may offer something.
(I don't guaranitec it, howcver.)

Short Storice: -

Pegasus Two -~ Lrnost Taves. 7% U.S. astronauts on the moon discover. a Rus-
sian ship crashed ncarby in a story that is sf only in that the cvents, as doas
scribed, have not actually happencd. It is, not incidentzlly, a morality play in
which man's natwrc is split into villainous and compassionate roles, but the story
never quite wworks since its opposed poles never clieit the ironic meaning which
seems intonded, -

Choice -- JWRe Picrce. #45 The theme is a familiar one--~in a world of auto-
mation, what happcns Lo human communication?--but Picrce tells his tale so swiftly
and with such rcal concern that its familiarity is comfortable without becoming

really boring. The story has clan and a compassionate rather than harsh sense of
human motives., Good, , :

Frog Pond ~- Cholsca Quinn Yarbro. ### IMore pollution paranoia in this dull-
adged slice of tho near futuro where a young rural boy and a stranger from the
implicd police—~state city discuss their world and its cmergenec. Yarbro tries
to keep it lively with uwnexpected revelations, but there's not much unexpccted
material left along this linc.

Hore Comes the Sun -- Duncan Lunan. #H4' A minute-by-minute rescue éperation
(tc save a group of a2liens from the planct of a. star gedng nova) makes such tense
dramatic suspense that only repeated interludes of conversational scicnec and
meod-shattering cxplanations conld ruin it. And Lunan, unaware it scaems of the
strength his story posscsses, does czactly lhat,

Gehenna -~ Barry N. Malzberg. #7#7 What is the modorn hell? 4 common peint
in 2 large city, a mode or route %o a common destiny, or is it our iadividual
concents which make the initial point, routc and destination that which it in time
turns out to be? You might call this & thinking man's horror story, you may call
it incomprebensibla, but it should stop you cold for at least 2 fow moments.
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APRIL:
Serial:

A Timc of Changes {(pert two) -- Robert Silverberg.
Novelottos: : i ,

Te Fit the Crime -- Joc W. Haldcman., ##% With a temporarily-remolded body of
plasti-flosh, agent Otto McGavin poscs as an authority on the alien. Bruuchians,
whose lifespans have been decrcasing drastically {for unkaown reasons) since the
exploitaiion of their world was begun, and scoms desbtined to disappcar like pro-~
vious agents as he slowly uncovers a groun of nasty facts about activities on
Bruunch, It's a sparkling little mystery story fleshed out with bright charac-
terizations, clever dialogue and imaginative details (liks thc remarkable alior
"stillness" phenomenon). Quite enteortaining,

Liaison Assignment -- Duncan Lunan. 5%¢ One meore Interface stery in which
men can instantly cross light-ycars through a space-spanning "disc", this onc with
an excessiva intorsst in the psoudo-technical mancuvers of zipping from place to
place in a hangy-dandy multi-purposc spaceship., Thore soon appear marauvding
aliens, protty girl in distress, eote., gll the trappings of purple pulp--cxciting,
I guess, for thosc casily oxcitved by purple pulp. "

-Defender of Barth -- Gordon Eklund. ##4# ©Did Sarah BFigelow murder her asso-
ciato in the Tazarus project (a top-sccrct invostigation of immortality) or did
ths man actually commit suicide? The defense‘lawycr and pivgtal character,, John
Hance, is intorest-catching but still rasists Eklund's cfforts to give him sub-
stance;. while the farcical undertonoiof the plot, with its fact-oricated judge-
and-jury machine, blonds better than onc might oXpect with the emotional dramas
of the peoplc. Good of kind, - .

Short Storics: ‘

Noocaossary and Sufficicnt -~ Thoodore Sturgeon. #4#* A scientist with 2 not-
quite-workable mcthod for world virth control, a "troubleshéoter! assigned to find
what's blocking a practical solution, and 2 step-by-step countdoum in double prob-
lem solving--it's not the idea which counts for so much here (itfs a pretty fami-
liar ploy, after all) but Sturgeon's mothod of subtle sidetrack and innuendo: with
characters, cspecially thosc arcund whom the story moves but vwho arc never brought
in directly. WMot great, perhaps, but quitc rcadable.

Takcover -~ Erncst Taves. #### Computors iaking over the world? No, that's
over and donc with; now it's men teking the world back, or what's lcft of it,
Flipping a cliché over docsn't do much to maks it nore belicvable, and Taves' add-
ed domestic tribulations only' scom to get in the way of the plot. Routine,

Thz Exorcism -- J.R, Pisrcc. #¥# A scquel to last month's "Choice", this
foatures Harvey's cfforts to break off his rolations with the computer-controllad
"mrocessors" (androids) and cultivate relations with rcal human boings,..if he can
find any. The first story's compassion turns to schmaltz as Pierec substitutes a
trowel for a brush with a distinctly hcavy-handed rcsult,

*t 8% .

IFs

T Del Rey handlos the book rovicwing chores but etherwise there is nob much to
‘give IF any sort of spucial notice. Quality tends to be lower for IF goncrally
but the current issuc slips a couple of goodics among a worthloss lot of verbiage.
Fany roadors objeocted to IF's oncu-termed "juvenile! imagc, but it at lcast had

a personality of some sort, juvenile or no. WNow it begs to be judged strictly on
the quality of its fiction, and it will be noted that it fairs poorly much too
often in this riespoct. 4

MARCH-APRIL:
Novella:
Star Crossing -~ Gred Bonford & Donald Franson., ##s The fow hwrans- remaining
on the watery world of Denebola find themsclves Lattlirg uncertainty, and cventually
zach othor, with overy turn of the infantilzs plot of alicn invaders scheming to
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take over this koy planct ro an imgending war, The story is simple-minded tripe
that the authors have managed to pad into a bigger paycheck by making the humans
a densc and contemptuously stunid lot, while the shaps-changing alicns fill in
the holcs with comic-book prattle. Gross, idiotic and dull, it is not fit For
man or beast...or invading alicn.

Novelettes:

One-0cneoration Now World -- W. Macfarlanc. #55f The latost in Macfarlanc's
Ravenshaw of WBY sorics (earlicr storics in AMALOG) and quitc possibly tne bost
so far of these fast and funny stories. Ravenshaw and §ell become invelved switn
groedy charactoers dospuerate to find the secrelb cf traveling Lo altornatce worlds,
“and the tale culminetes with a suspensceful battle on a world whore the "people had
revolved around an wiexpected axis', As much philosochical as advonturesoms, and
dolightful as both, it's brightencd as usual with Macfarlanc's refreshing dialoguc,

Retiof, Insider -- Xeith Lawner. #### Take a dash of Fantastic Voyage (inside
an alicn!), add a genorous dollop of bolow-the-bolt wunches at diplometic proto-
col, and mix in a smari-zluck blender nemed Reticf--vioclal, the latoest Laumer
farce, rvady to scrve. 4is with most casy~Iix snacks, it comes oubt a bit on the
flat side sincc the punch 1lines aren't quite fumy cnough.to offsct the topid
plot (if you can aven call Retiof storics plotted). Pretiy stale.

Space Slick -- Gorard Rejskind, ¢ff#ff Moving out to the planets, man is mining
the satellites of Jupiter and lcaving ugly and dangerous fucl slicks floating in
space. The man who succeeded in saving Eerth's polluted . environment is now asked
to investigate this now problem, during which Rejskind manages to make avery
character deliver at leest onc boring and dramatically uscless lecturc., The pol-
lution erisis makes this junk ton casy to sell, T think, and it's damnably im-
possible to r2ad. Poor,

Short Storics:

Gamblor!'s Choicc ~- Bob Shaw. #5%f On Horta VII, a membter of a mapoing team
finds a group of cylindrical objccts which scon prove to be primed and dangerous
fwecapons' of uniiosm origin. The man is wrapped, oxygen nocarly exhausted and
ammunition low, wntil the ship's captain, a slick-talking computer, deduces the
odde for his svrvival. I% has nothing to distinguish it from dogens of similaer
storigs.

Slaves of Silvor -- Gone Wolfe, #5%# This Sherleek IHolmes lampoon is a crack-
ling, witty bit of fun that cven non-fans of the detectivs mastor should cnjoy,
Holmes is in the forin of a "declassed' human, darch B. Strect, and his assistant
is an inimitable "bio-mochanic" {robot doctor), yclept Westing. . The plot, involv~
ing kidnanping and color-coded meossagaes, is amusingly traditional and irroverent
at tLhe sawme time.  Very good. :

Casay's Transfer -- Leo Saye. ##H¢ Not so strange to sec a man cdressed as 2
Rovolutiohary War soldicr in modern New York, is it? Nor to-see him and a Yramp
dining at & posh rustaurant. Nor to realizc he's simply beon set dowm in the
wrong time ceriod by somecthing. No, not so strange; just anothor of those gim-
micks posing as a stery. Sigh....

R A
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WORLDS OF TOMORRCY and WORLDS Of FANTASY:

These, it tvrns out, arc tho final iss ucs of bobth magazinces. Noews-stand
sales apparently werc not cnough to make up the huge printing costs, so fans can
now put their colleetion up on the skelf, wait a fow yuars until collectorst
prices begin to soar, then reap the rowards. Actually, T don't think pricces will
cvor climb too high on thosc two sincc ncither featured much regular output of
classics (though a complate set of WOT, Issucs 1 to 26, featurcs some good scrial-
izations and short novels). Those last afforts are erdinary and merely.. slither
away with a few quict vhimpers, while fandom at largce scoms te be quitc unconecrn-
¢d sinee sad outerys have beon vory, vaory few.

'WORLDS CF TOIORRCW -~ No. 26, SPRIKG, 1971:
Novcletoos:
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Sumnions to the Modicmat -~ Sydncy Van Scyoc. ####/ Van Scyoc's "i Visit to
Cleveland General™ was an excellent shuddery item z2bout futurc hospitals, so one
might expect the author to scorc again when tuwrning to the ficld of madieince., She

“has chosen to tell of "medicbooths" where peoplo stop off regularly to get their
preseribod doses of drugs, supposcdly holpful but soon rovealed to be a huge rip-
off by the mighiy drug corporations. Dramatically it's an old saw about ong man
driven by circumstancce to face the reality of his own crug depondenice and to final-
1y choosc whether to fight the system or give in to it, The reader is forcod to
draw his oun conclusions in thc end, but since the "hero!" is carclessly shallow
there's not much incentive to make a reasoned choics, Fair,

Epic -- William Rotslor. ##% The swrviving mcembor of tha first trip to Jupiter
finds himsolf a couplc of dccadcs later invelved with the Hollywood studio prepar-
ing the drametized (i.o., highly fictiomalized) film version of the cvent, much to
his distress. Rotsler's background of the "real tinsel beneath the Lalse tinsel®
has become too much the cliché behind the c¢liché to surprisc many readcrs, but
even at this the plot is spun out se fast and lightly that the throweway yet
somgtimes quite depthful dialogue makes it fun in spitc of the calculated senti-

ment of a pﬁycnoloblcal deus cx machina u"ndup. Okay of type.

Short Stories:

Porfoct Mateh -- Roger Dee. #ff# Two alicns looking for hest bodics and a human
‘couple aching to be reunited after scparation by the Vicinam war all converge at
the right time to wind up this short picce in a prodictable bit of ireny. Dee,
nowever, should lcarn thet irony comes with the wexmoctod. MNodioere.

On Venus the Thunder Procedes the Lightning -- David Duncan. #### Tho sad thning
about this story is that a good idea ncver cemes to fruition beoecausc of Duncan's
oversimplificd detail and muddied concept of the truc depth of the implications of
Hume's causc-cffoct relation. The Venusians! simplc reoversal of Barthly values
1lcads onc to hopz for morc deveolopment than Duncan can possibly lace through this
short work, which cops out with a drcary ro-reversal.,

Hold My Hand, My Lovec -- Ifichac) G. Concy. U,/ # lere's a convincing picturc of
a balancad ccology (vhich rsadily assimilates humans into its plan) counled with
a slightly less convincing onc of Cedipus amok. Dramatic but thematically crude,
it docsn't succecd complctoly bubl is swrnrisingly rcadable in its onartial success.

The Boy on the¢ Stairs -~ Dalce E. Rendles, Jr. :54Y Another overpopulated fu-

@, herc with a singlc, thirtyish woman who suddenly finds her days £illed with
visits from the highly-taxed, burdonsomc third child of a ncighboring family. Ran-
dles trics to flush out the woman uith a roasonably-motivated background, but the
story mires down in helpless melodrama when tho weman trics to adopt the chilgd as
her own.

The Switchor -- Robert Wells., F@#) ”hc vitlo rofcrs to a ercature that can
switch minds with wvhoovor looks inte its cyes, and in the 27th-century world will-
ing to pay huge sums for novel ontsriainmeont this proves to be a mongy-making at-
traction. There ars dengers, of course, the worst of which is 2 tendency to slip
this tired idea through on the shock value of sophisticated immorality. Sorry,
Wells, it's still old hat,

4 Prince of the Captivity -~ Daphne Castell. 7% Colonizing a new planct, man
is not consciously awarc of the solitary intcelligent being who resides there, in-
fluencing all 1life yob nover knowm oxceph in dreams. 7The effort to cemmunicate
the idea of an utierly alien lifc foree is well intentioncd but the story per se
suffers from a moody andé vaguc formlcssness.

That Othor Dimension -- M.G. Ogan. ##%5 A small apnotizer for S-mlnutc antor-
tainment, with a crackpot inventor (not really so erackpet in the end), his be=yoo-
tiful wife (3B-2L-39}, and a dishoncst employce of a rishonest organization (both
very cagaer for [Monoyl). WNot very original, perhaps, but appropriately light.

The Agent -- Richard Hill. gFz#) Spacc Rock is tho newest sound in music perform~

- ¢d by Alien Corn, tho newest greup to hit the millionaire status, But like all
such grovps their time comes and goes as auwdiences turn on to something new. The
thing is Lo find 2 new audience..with the help of an agont whoe's really out of
this world. ifild humor.
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Waiting in Crouchcd Halls -- Ed Bryant., Jff#%/ Three humans, spocially powerocd
with the ability te navigate their ships in and out of null-space, are sent to kill
Black William, an encrgy-cating, world-destroying monstcer from spacc. Bryant ob- -
viously knows this is pretty stale stuff and trics to spruce it up with nsycho-
sexual adumbrations, most of which musclc in as extreme and pretentious overwriting.

Heart of thc Giant ~- Larry Eiscnborg, #infi# Torran vs. alicn, violencc vs, nhone-
violence, aggrossiveness vs. passivity--thomes of today (and yesterday) posited in
the future to show the unending conflict and cver-crossed division botwcen absc-
lutes. I would have proferred more strengbh of detail in both character and back-
ground, but it's nonctineless a smoothly-handled little story.

WORLDS OF FANTASY.~- No, b, SPRING, 1971:
Short Novel: !

Reality Doll -~ Clifford D. Simak. #fmd Slmak's regression into shallow thenes
and childish plots continues with this novel which spends many pages in a Great
Trck across a planct of mysterics, ostensibly in scarch of a missing man but cven-
tually in search for personal fulfillment. But fulfillment is only deserved by
characters who show a %ruc nced for it, and Simak falls far short of making his
humans the type for which rcaders can mainbain sympathy. His pig-brained captain
rcmains pig-brained to the end yet still finds his way inte "heaven; his heroine
is as beauntiful and brainloss as a thousand other pulp heroincs; George and Friar
Tuck arc never morc than half-realized supporting charactors; and Hoot, the fricond-
1y and affccticnate alien, is so busy keeping an cdge of sanity alongside the idiocy
of tho humans thzt nc is never given 2 chance to £ully develop. Thare are occasion-
al glimpses of alien lifcforms--tho centaurs, the herds of murderous "beasts', ctc.—
thet seldom amount to more than momcntary diversions in Simak's endless, repetitive
dialoguecs, with the beasts making an uncxpected appeararce to inject some/pscudo-
suspensce into the nonsensical climax, - To: some readers the inance "realiiy¥ philo-
sophy of this novel may sppear innocuons.foolishness; Lo fans of the brilliant City,
it can only mark tho author's rcocent sad pandoring to a dencminator of butblc gum
stupidity. (Putnem is offoring a longer vorsicn of this novel, but you'll have to
look for a revicu oi it from someonc clso; I couidn!'t hacic this one a sc¢cond time,
¢specially not 2 longer version.)

Short Storics: : e

The Passing of Auntic Mat -- Ross Rocklymne. i5+#F Good and covil, maticr and
anti-matter; the physicel and theosophical combine into ong--that is, if you can
accopt this version of the confrontation of forces "behing the back of God", onc
in which the cternal woman Lilith plays her farewell norformance. Recklynne
tries, but somchow this never really turns into a story.

Korman Widens Lead in Poll -- Frank S. Hobinson. #3545 One more pact-with-tho-
Devil story, here cembined with political strategy as a man unwillingly and thought-
lcssly gives hiwself and his family in hopeful retdrn for a "decent" futurce for his
countiy. 4And though onc keeps hoping Robinson is leading toward a new and sur-
prising gquirk, it is, alas, the same old song and dance.

The Garden -- M.L. Brammock Lundc & David Lunde. #r Allegorical swords-and-
sorcary?...well, 1 supposc it must be tricd at locast once, but this is an unuwsually
weary offort as two men-~-one a secker of herctics, the éther a balance to judgment--
encounter mensters, stone women, deserts, whirlwinds, cic., to finally find that
"the only constant is change", Tiresome.

Hunt with the Rain -- S.C. Bock., ### Call it fantasy or sf, what you will,
therc is a blend of the two horc that defies classification, a story of e¢lementals
in people-form and their struggle to retriceve a "handful of drcams®. TIt's sirong
on mood, but with a startling blend of smartass humor and ceric reality that gives
it & tasty and lingoring flaveor. Well donc. :

Ptolemaic Hijack -- Ruth Berman. S## The crew of 2 passcnger. airliner find
themselves transported into a2 Ptolemaic universe (the sun’ ahd plancts revolve a-~
round Earth), and a world of serccrers and sorcery, khights and trolls. Boerman
concentrates on action and wisecracks, the. action faring better, and it may satisfy
those who groove on this sort of thing., I found it a bit thin for my tastes and
can't particularly rccommend it.




